
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Barbara Pearson family *Bill Acuff *Katie Jenkins & baby Jack Raymond  

*Konner Rice (Joyce Laabs’ great grandson) *Art Ellis   

*Mackenzi Crawford (Michael (Samantha) Crawford’s sister)  

On-Going Concerns  
*Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son) *June Denney (Presbytery office) *Randy Allegood (Norma Staton’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Patty Greer (David Kirkland’s aunt) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s 

great granddaughter) *Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother) *Howard Hall 

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother)*Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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One of the biggest questions facing the early church was “how human is Jesus?” Jesus’ temptation 

in the wilderness illustrates an essential tenet of the Christian faith: while Jesus was fully divine he was 

also fully human. Through his humanity, he was tempted as much as we are, yet because of his divinity he 

did what we cannot and resisted sin. While our temptations typically deal with making ourselves gods or 

lifting our own needs and desires over God’s, Jesus’ temptations were the opposite, the tempter asked, 

“Can you truly be human?” Each one of the temptations were aimed to give Jesus an easy way out: first 

through his weakness in his stomach because he was hungry, then through his strength by insisting that he 

prove he is the son of God, and lastly through his mission, his love of the world.  

Jesus chose the path of the cross, one that was hard and more painful for sure, so that we might 

have life. When we come to him, we do it out of our love for what he has done for us. It is a freely chosen 

act. Through picking up the cross and freely following Christ we reject all that the cross is not: a symbol 

of wealth, power, and prestige. Jesus chose obedience to the will of God over fame, fortune, and political 

power, and when we are confronted with these temptations, we have an example of the choices we should 

make. 

Our temptations as Christians lie all around us. It is a constant daily battle to remember whose we 

are, and to glorify God’s name above all others. One scholar writes, “Temptation comes to us in moments 

when we look at others and feel insecure about not having enough. Temptation comes in judgments we 

make about strangers or friends who make choices we do not understand. Temptation rules us, making us 

able to look away from those in need and to live our lives unaffected by poverty, hunger, and disease. 

Temptation rages in moments when we allow our tempers to define our lives or when addiction to wealth, 

power, influence over others, vanity, or an inordinate need for control defines who we are instead of 

looking to God.” All the temptations Christ faces in Scripture could be read as small ways of giving in. 

But they are ways that give glory to something other than God. We must make hard choices in life, it’s not 

easy to turn from what the world provides, but we are God’s people; we are not of this world. We give all 

glory, honor, and praise to the one who created us, claimed us as his own in our baptisms, who comforts 

and guides us through the dark valleys, and teaches us the way of the cross as the way to true life. 

Paul reminds us that Jesus is with us in our struggles and suffering, “Because he himself was tested 

by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested…For we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 

are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Today we have a hint of the joy that Easter will bring: Jesus 

won the battle over the devil to announce that God’s kingdom had begun, and in three weeks he will claim 

another victory over the final enemy—death itself. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
Music in the Church: How Special Should 

We Make It? By Jim Elliff 

So how should we integrate moving, 

meaningful, Christ-exalting music into our 

church’s life? 

Sixth, a variety of music forms may be 

used. Whatever is meant by “psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs,” we may at 

least note that this was not a “hymns only” 

church, or a “psalms only” church. I know 

there are arguments about these words 

from those who practice exclusive 

psalmody. Even so, I take the view that 

these represent varying forms of music 

found in the church. Who would argue that 

an emotive Scripture praise song done by 

memory is usually more appropriate during 

a heartfelt prayer-time, than the singing of 

even such a great hymn as “A Mighty 

Fortress is Our God”? We need variety. 

Doug 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Strengthening of the Church 

Sunday, March 26, 8:30 AM 

NO WATCH—Spring Break 

Wednesday, March 29 

Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, April 2, 8:30 AM 

Presbyterian Women Executive Board 

Monday, April 3, 10:00 AM 

Bricks Bible Study 

Monday, April 3, 7:00 PM 

CHURCH PICNIC & 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 9, 4:00 pm, Quailridge 

Plantation - Our church picnic and egg hunt is 

on the move!  Join us for some congregational 

fellowship and games and activities for the kids 

at John and Mary Norman's hunting lodge in 

Norman Park.  Chicken will be provided, but 

please bring a potluck side or dessert.  Bring a 

blanket or sports chair and reserve table seats 

for those who need them most. Children who 

wish to participate in the egg hunt should bring 

at least 12 candy-filled eggs to church that 

morning (no chocolate).  Bus transportation 

will also be available. Please contact the church 

office if you would like to ride. 

JOINT BOARD 

RESCHEDULED 
The Joint Board meeting for all officers of the 

church has been rescheduled for Sunday, April 

23 at 7:00 PM. The Session will have their 

regular monthly meeting on that date starting at 

8:00 PM. 

THIS I HAVE 

COMMANDED 
A Service of Communion, Foot Washing 

and Music 

Holy Wednesday, April 12, 2017 

6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
A nursery will be provided.  Bus transportation 

will be available.  If you would like to take 

advantage of this service, please call the 

church office.   

COMMUNITY WIDE EASTER 

SUNRISE SERVICE 
Sunday, April 16, 7:00 AM 

Coffee and doughnuts will be served  

following the service. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH -  

LENTEN ALMSGIVING 
For Sunday, March, 26, please bring used 

prescription glasses or new/used reading 

glasses to donate to those with visual 

impairment. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, March 19 were given  

to the glory of God and in honor of Chas, Catherine, and Allie’s birthdays  

by Beth Cannon 

YOUTH NEWS 
FLINT RIVER PRESBYTERY YOUTH COUNCIL 
We are looking for new members for our Presbytery Youth Council!  If you think you might be 

interested in taking on a leadership role in our presbytery (helping to plan FYO/SYO etc.) and you are 

a current 9th-11th grader please see Katherine for an application.  Parents - adults are needed on the 

Youth Council as well!  The applications are due by March 31.  

DINNER HELPERS NEEDED 
We still need dinner hosts for Sunday, April 23. If you are able to help provide youth group dinner 

that night, please let Katherine know. Thanks! 

NO YOUTH/J&J/WATCH 
There will be no Youth Group the evening of Sunday, March 26, no J&J Monday, March 27 and no 

WATCH Wednesday, March 29 due to Spring Break. 

DINNER AT CROSSROADS 
Sunday, April 2, 5:00 pm - We will use some of the money raised on Souper Bowl of Caring to 

prepare and share dinner with the residents at Crossroads.  After our workday there last month we 

really want to strengthen the relationship between our youth group and Crossroads, maybe even 

adopting it as a special outreach project for us.  I hope that you'll help us wrap up your spring break 

week with this special outing. 

YOUTH STOCK FUNDRAISER 
For our spring youth fundraiser we are selling "stock" in our summer trips. Select an envelope from 

the tree in the Fellowship Hall in whatever amount you would like to give. Write your name on the 

envelope and return it to the church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. Each 

envelope contains a prayer for you to use while our youth are away, and each shareholder will receive 

a postcard over the summer and an invitation to our shareholders dinner in the fall. Contributions will 

help support our youth going to Montreat Youth Conference and camp at Dogwood Acres. Please 

return your envelopes no later than Wednesday, April 26. 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Sign up now to be a part of scripture reading on the square during Holy Week. Our day is Tuesday, 

April 11, 1-4 PM. Readers will read for 15 minutes. Call the church office at 985-3158 to sign up for 

your choice of time slot today! 

We extend Christian sympathy and prayers to the family of  
Barbara Pearson 

who passed away on Monday, March 20, 2017. 
A memorial service will be held at First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 

March 25 at 2:00 PM with visitation immediately following. 
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
I surely trust that each of you can avoid having the flu.  Stay well.  We fed 117 this week with 14 

cancellations.  We still had 12 no shows. 

MARCH 29, 2017 

NO WATCH-SPRING BREAK 

MENU for APRIL 5, 2017 

REGULAR: Bar-b-que Chicken, Jalapeno Corn Pudding, Potato and Carrot Armandine, Butter Beans, 

Chinese Slaw, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

CHILDREN: Hamburgers, Fries 

DESSERTS: Orange Cheesecake, Marble Cheesecake, Cookies, Ice Cream 

MENU for APRIL 12, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Beef Brisket, Rice, White Peas, Curried Fruit, Strawberry Romaine Salad, Rolls, 

Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Key Lime Cake, Coconut Cake, Cookies, Ice Cream   

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The next time you find your courage tested, remember that you’re probably stronger than you think.  With 

you, your friends, your family, and your God all working together, you have nothing to fear. 

In Christ, Faye 


